Renovation Backgrounder


Renovate for Easy Living—Now and in the Future

A home renovation is a great opportunity to look at the functionality of your home and think about how you will live in it after the work is done. 

Whether you are mature homeowners looking to renovate for retirement, or a young family just starting out, it’s also the time to make sure that your home will continue to be comfortable and manageable throughout the years to come. 


“Universal design” is an approach to improving the functionality of your home that can also increase its value. 

People’s needs change over time, and universal design creates an environment that suits them through the various stages of life. The basic ideas—accessibility, safety and convenience—are relevant to all, regardless of age and ability. An emphasis on light and open, uncluttered spaces results in living spaces that are aesthetically appealing.

A range of universal design features can easily be incorporated into any renovation design, at little or moderate cost. Beyond that, there are many options available if someone in your household has special needs and challenges.

Ask your renovator to explain what kinds of universal design features can be included in your project and the benefits of doing so, along with approximate costs. Many professional renovators already incorporate a number of “easy living features” as a matter of course, such as extra wide doorways and reinforcement in bathroom walls for grab bars.

Some of the more common features include:

· Wider than usual doorways and hallways to allow for easy access and passage through the house.

· Non-slip flooring in kitchens, bathrooms and laundry rooms.

· Doors in small bathrooms opening out, not into the room.

· Lever handles and faucets.

· Good working lights in the kitchen.

· Push-pad light switches installed at an easy-to-reach level and location.

· No raised doorway thresholds throughout the house.

· Door and windows that are easy to operate, even from a sitting position.

· Expanded window area to bring in more light.

· Closets with lighting and adjustable shelving and rods.

If your renovation involves the reconfiguration or addition of space, there are other universal design features that can be considered:

· Door-less entry to the living area and uniform levels.

· Main floor layout to include a flex room for easy transformation to a bedroom and a full bathroom (or partial bathroom with rough-in plumbing).

· Level entrance into the house from the outside.

· Easy access to the house from the street or parking area.

· Rough-in plumbing for a kitchen and a bathroom in the attic or basement for possible conversion to separate living quarters.

Renovate with confidence. Work with a professional renovator to plan for now and later. Then relax and enjoy easy living, today and in the future.

This backgrounder has been prepared by the Canadian Home Builders’ Association.

Renovation Month is sponsored by Home Hardware Building Centre, 

Genworth Financial Canada and Delta.
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s FlexHousing™ initiative is “a practical approach to design and building housing that allows residents to convert space to meet their changing needs, based on the principles of adaptability, accessibility, affordability and healthy housing.” 





FlexHousing™ incorporates universal design. Check �HYPERLINK "http://www.cmhc.ca"�www.cmhc.ca� for a wealth of detailed information on features, system and materials, and designs.








