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GOVERNMENT TOLD UNFAIR TAX WINDFALL PENALIZES
NEW HOME BUYERS AND IMPACTS AFFORDABILITY

Time to update
GST thresholds
THE fed eral gov -

ern ment’s thres -
h olds for the
Goods and Ser -

vices Tax re bate on new
hous ing are in dire need
of up date, the CHBA
says.

Fail ing to do so gives
the gov ern ment a tax
“wind fall” that grows
larger every year.

What’s more it is also
pa tently un fair and con -
tra dicts prom ises made
when the GST was in tro -
duced in 1991.

CHBA Pres i dent Rich -
ard Lind, pick ing up on
the is sue in press in ter -
views this month, said
the As so ci a tion re cently
com mis sioned new re -
search to cal cu late the
cur rent ex tent of this
unfairness.

It’s a real
eye opener
“The re sults are a real
eye opener,” Lind said.

“If the re bate thresh -
olds had been in dexed to 
re flect the gov ern ment’s
own New House Price
In dex, the re duc tion
thresh old for the re bate
in 2007 would only af fect 
homes sell ing for
$490,000 or more, and
the re bate would be fully 
elim i nated only for
homes sell ing for more
than $630,000.

“This is a far cry from
the cur rent re bate
thresh old range of
$350,000 to $450,000.”

Lind said that in terms 
of ex tra GST col lected
from new home buy ers,
the num bers are sig nif i -
cant.

“Our re search de ter -
mined that, dur ing 2007,

REPORT ON APPRENTICESHIP
RE CENT changes to ap pren tice ship train ing in
some prov inces are the fo cus of a new CHBA
study re leased this month. The goal is to pro vide
in for ma tion that will help the As so ci a tion iden tify 
steps that can be taken to ac cel er ate the pace of
pos i tive change in train ing the skilled people the
res i den tial con struc tion industry needs.

PAUL GRAVELLE RETIRES
AF TER 22 years with the CHBA, Paul Gravelle
(pic tured be low) has an nounced his re tire ment as
Na tional Co-ordinator, Ed u ca tion and Train ing ef -
fec tive Oct. 31. “It has
been a very re ward ing 
ex pe ri ence to par tic i -
pate in the evo lu tion
of our in dus try and to
have worked with
many vol un teer mem -
bers from across the
coun try,” Gravelle
said. CHBA Chief Op -
er at ing Of fi cer John
Kenward said
Gravelle’s con tri bu -
tion will be missed.
“Paul’s ded i ca tion
and ser vice through -
out the years has
made a big dif fer ence
when it comes to our in dus try’s train ing pro grams
and ap proach to hu man re source de vel op ment,”
Kenward said. Jack Mantyla, cur rently the CHBA’s 
Co-ordinator for the R-2000 Ini tia tive, has been
ap pointed as Gravelle’s suc ces sor. Mantyla has
been with the CHBA for six years and worked for
nearly nine years pre vi ously with an consulting
engineering firm based in Ottawa.

RENOVATION MONTH PLANS
OC TO BER is Ren o va tion Month and many lo cal
HBAs will have spe cial ac tiv i ties planned to draw
at ten tion to the im por tance of work ing with a pro -
fes sional ren o va tor. Home Hard ware Buil d ing
Centre, Genworth Fi nan cial Can ada, RBC Royal
Bank, and Delta are on board as spon sors for this
year’s campaign.

ON THE CALENDAR
The Fall meet ings of the CHBA’s Board, stand ing
com mit tees, and coun cils will be held at the
Marriott Ho tel in Ot tawa Oc to ber 25 to 28.

  The 19th an nual Ex ec u tive Of fi cers’ Coun cil
Pro fes sional De vel op ment For um will be held at
the Fairmont Ho tel Van cou ver, No vem ber 14 to 17.

  The CHBA’s 65th
Na tional Con fer ence
will be held at the Fair -
mont Cha teau Whis tler
in Whis tler, B.C., April
4 to 6, 2008.

 The An nual Meet ing
of Mem bers will be
held the morn ing of
Fri day, Apr. 4.

What it has
cost the
consumers
U

  CON SUM ERS have
 paid about $250 mil -

lion more in GST than
they would have had the
GST re bate for new
homes been in dexed this 
year, new CHBA re -
search shows.

 The re search as sumes 
that the thresh olds
would be in dexed based
on the New House Price
In dex which rose by
40.7% be tween 1991 and
2006.

It also as sumes that
the new thresh olds were
in tro duced on Jan. 1,
2007. On that ba sis, the
2007 thresh olds would be 
$490,000 to $630,000.

 The re search was
com mis sioned to give the 
CHBA ev i dence to use
when it sits down to talk
tax  issues with fed eral
Fi nance Min is ter Jim
Flaherty.

Pre-budget submission focuses on affordability
U

  MORE needs to be done to
  sup port hous ing af ford a bil -

ity, the fed eral gov ern ment
has been told.

Sev eral tax pol icy is sues
need to be ad dressed.

And fed eral in vest ment in
in fra struc ture should be
aimed at sus tain ing ur ban
growth, re ju ve nat ing ser vices
to ex ist ing built-up areas, and
re duc ing fi nan cial pres sures
on new home buyers.

That’s the core mes sage of
the CHBA’s pre-bud get sub -
mis sion tabled with the fed -
eral gov ern ment last month.

Ac tion on hous ing af ford a bil -
ity and choice is needed now.

The sub mis sion says the
CHBA strongly sup ports the
gov ern ment’s com mit ment to
re duce the Goods and Ser -
vices Tax by a fur ther 1%, and
urges the gov ern ment to bring
this re duc tion for ward in the
next Budget.

More must be done
“How ever, more needs to be
done to sup port hous ing af -
ford a bil ity and choice across
Can ada, the sub mis sion says.

“In this re gard, there are

sev eral tax pol icy is sues on
the CHBA’s agenda with the
fed eral gov ern ment.”
Among those is sues:
n With al most all new houses

in sev eral ma jor centres
now in el i gi ble for the GST
re bate, it is ur gent that the
fed eral gov ern ment act on
its com mit ment to ad just re -
bate thresh olds to take ac -
count of in creases in new
house prices.

n The def i ni tion of “sub stan -
tial ren o va tion” should be
ex panded to en cour age ren -
o va tion work, and to en -

cour age home own ers to
hire pro fes sional
contractors.

n The Con tract Pay ment Re -
port ing Sys tem should be
re placed with an ef fec tive
reg u la tory ap proach to the
un der ground econ omy. As
well, all firms and in di vid u -
als in the con struc tion in -
dus try should be re quired
to reg is ter for a Busi ness
Num ber, even if they wish
to take ad van tage of the
GST ex emp tion for com pa -
nies that op er ate be low the

$30,000 annual sales
threshold.

n Rental hous ing should be
zero-rated — the GST paid
by busi nesses in vest ing in
rental hous ing should be re -
funded.

n Cap i tal gains tax and re cap -
tured de pre ci a tion on the
sale of rental hous ing
should be de ferred when
the pro ceeds are re in vested 
in new rental hous ing pro -
jects.

n The de duct ibil ity of land
car ry ing costs should be re -
stored.

lack of in dex ing will cost 
home buy ers an ex tra
$275 mil lion to $285 mil -
lion,” he said.

That’s a lot
of money
“That is a lot of money.
And given that most of
this sum will be fi nanced 
through mort gages, the
true cost to con sum ers
will be much higher.

“Also, it rep re sents a
sig nif i cant neg a tive im -
pact on hous ing af ford a -
bil ity. It means young
people who would other -
wise be able to pur chase
a first home may be shut
out of the market.”

Lind said the CHBA
will con tinue its ef forts
to get the fed eral gov ern -
ment to live up to prom -
ises made to in dex the
GST re bate on new

homes. It is a mat ter of
prin ciple, he said, but it
is also a very prac ti cal
issue.

“The fed eral gov ern -
ment can re duce the cost 
Ca na di ans pay for new
homes by more than $275 
mil lion this year, sim ply
by do ing the right thing,” 
Lind said.

“Dur ing the com ing
months, the CHBA will
make cer tain that fed -
eral pol icy mak ers are
re minded of this fact,
clearly, and fre quently.”

n LIND: “Fail ure to in dex the GST re bate thresh olds is
 patently un fair to new home buy ers.”
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New research
on metal
fasteners

Campaign makes point with MPs
U

  A NA TIONAL cam-
  paign to fo cus the at -

ten tion of pol i ti cians on
hous ing is sues is work -
ing, the cam paign’s
Chair says.

Suc cess ful meet ings
have been held with MPs 
right across the coun try,
and the re sults have
been “pos i tive.”

De tails on how well
the Sum mer MP Cam -
paign went came from
CHBA First Vice-Pres i -
dent and Cam paign
Chair John Hrynkow.

He said: “As the cam -
paign winds down, it is
ev i dent that we have
made our mark.

SPECIAL TARGETS TOUTED FOR NEW HOUSING

‘Chaos’ seen in
new radon rule
PLANS to re quire

lower lev els of
ra don in new
homes could

cause “chaos” in the res -
i den tial con struc tion in -
dus try, the fed eral gov -
ern ment has been told.

New lim its for ra don
adopted this spring are
ad e quate to deal with
the is sue, the gov ern -
ment has been told.

And the CHBA is keen
to work with the gov ern -
ment to ed u cate con sum -
ers about ra don and its
per ils. But mov ing away
from lim its pre vi ously
agreed on by con sen sus
is not a good idea.

The ra don limit agreed 
on ear lier this year is
200 becquerels per cu bic 
me ter.

But a post ing on the
Health Can ada website
in vites com ments on cut -
ting the tar get limit fur -
ther to 100 Bq/m³. And
that’s go ing too far.

Protest
So the CHBA has re -
sponded to pro test the
pro posal.

“The CHBA is against
cre at ing a lower tar get
for new con struc tion,”
the CHBA says.

“With the new safe
limit for all houses set at 
200Bq/m³, there will be a 
lot more test ing done in
re cently-built houses,
and the in dus try will be
better able to as sess the
ef fec tive ness of cur -
rently-pre scribed mea -
sures.

“To re quire the lower
level with out know ing
how to achieve it could
cause chaos in the in dus -
try.”

Ear lier this year,
CHBA Pres i dent Rich -
ard Lind wrote to fed eral 
Health Min is ter Tony
Clem ent urg ing adop tion 
of the orig i nal 200Bq/m³
tar get, and ex press ing
con cern that con sid er -
ation was be ing given to
cut ting the target limit.

“The CHBA has ex -
pressed its readi ness to
work with the fed eral

‘Greening’ construction
U

  MAN U FAC TUR ERS
  have a key role to

play in the “green ing” of
the res i den tial con struc -
tion in dus try, they de -
cided at a spe cial CHBA
Man u fac tur ers’ Coun cil
meet ing in Toronto in
June.

But the first step is to
re spond to what new
home buil d ers and con -
sum ers ac tu ally want.

For there is vir tu ally
no cat e gory of prod ucts
in a house that can not be 
re placed by a more en vi -
ron men tally-friendly al -
ter na tive.

That was the con sen -
sus that came out of the
spe cial for um on en vi -
ron men tally-res pon sible
buil d ing products.

Man u fac tur ers’ Coun -
cil Chair Peter Rebello
said the meet ing pro -

THE CHBA has agreed to par tic i pate in a re -
search ini tia tive man aged by the B.C. Home owner 
Pro tec tion Of fice to de ter mine the con di tions that 
im pact long-term per for mance of metal fas ten ers
and con nec tors when used with wood treated with 
al ka line cop per. The work will in clude both field
and lab o ra tory re search to help de ter mine the im -
pact of ex po sure, wood spe cies, in cis ing, and prior 
moisture content on performance.

CONCRETE
THE CHBA is rep re sented on the CSA Tech ni cal
Com mit tee res pon sible for the res i den tial con -
crete stan dard (CSA A438). This com mit tee has
con cluded that the stan dard has not proven to be
an ef fec tive way for im prov ing in stal la tion prac -
tices. The likely re sult will be to drop the stan -
dard and in clude these re quire ments in the main
con crete stan dard (CSA A23.1). The Na tional Buil -
d ing Code Stand ing Com mit tee on Houses and
Small Buil d ings would then have to de ter mine
how best to reference minimum requirements.

CANADIAN ELECTRICAL
CODE REVIEW
THE CSA has re cently an nounced its in ten tion to
im ple ment a pub lic re view stage to the de vel op -
ment pro cess for the Can a dian Elec tri cal Code as
rec om mended by the CHBA. The CSA may also in -
clude cost in for ma tion as a re quire ment for pro -
posed code changes, an other rec om men da tion
from the CHBA.

ENERGUIDE 80 POLICY PAPER
A NUM BER of prov inces are con sid er ing man dat -
ing a rat ing of 80 on the Energuide scale for code
com pli ance. The CHBA has pro duced a pol icy pa -
per that out lines rea sons why EnerGuide is not
suit able for this pur pose. The pa per is avail able
in the mem bers’ area of the CHBA website.

SURVEY COVERS SIDE
WALL CONSTRUCTION
AN TIC I PAT ING changes to the Na tional Buil d ing
Code, the CHBA sur veyed its buil d er mem bers
about con struc tion prac tices for side walls near
lot lines. The sur vey found that vi nyl ap pears to
be the most com monly-used clad ding with al most
40% of re spon dents say ing they use it on the side
walls of most of the houses they buil d. Brick is
used on the side walls of the ma jor ity of houses
built by 20% of the buil d ers, while wood and
stucco come in at about 10%. It is far more likely
to find vi nyl be ing used in the At lan tic Prov inces
and Al berta than else where. On the other hand,
stucco is far more likely to be used in Man i toba
and Sas katch e wan. When vi nyl is used on side
walls, it is in stalled two-thirds of the time. Buil d -
ers es ti mate that 30% of the time their vi nyl-clad
side walls are within 1.2m (4¢-0²) of the lot line.

NEW CODE OBJECTIVES
THE Can a dian Com mis sion on Buil d ing and Fire
Codes and the In sti tute for Re search in Con struc -
tion have agreed to up date the Model Na tional
En ergy Code for Buil d ings as a prog eny doc u ment. 
This pro cess will take about four years. The CHBA 
will take part in the work of the new stand ing
com mit tee now be ing formed. The prov inces have
asked the CCBFC to con sider adopt ing a new ob -
jec tive for Water-use Efficiency.

“The gov ern ment is
clearly pay ing at ten tion
to hous ing con cerns.

“I have writ ten di -
rectly to all the lo cal and 
pro vin cial HBA Pres i -
dents who have pri or ity
MPs in their areas to
stress the im por tance of
mak ing our case as vi tal
pol icy de ci sions are un -
der consideration.

Opportunity
“There is still plenty of
op por tu nity to con tact
and ar range meet ings
with MPs, most of whom
now have hol i days and
cau cus re treats be hind
them.”

Hrynkow said the
CHBA Na tional Of fice
has ini ti ated a sec ond
round of the pro cess of
reach ing out to MPs in
Que bec, Prince Ed ward
Is land, and the north ern
ter ri to ries.

“Es ti mates of the hous -
ing in dus try im pacts on
pro vin cial econ o mies
have been sent to all pro -
vin cial HBA Pres i dents,” 
he said.

“These have been pub -
lished by CHBA–Al berta
and dis trib uted to the
me dia by CHBA–BC.
CHBA–Sas katch e wan
has also ac knowl edged
their value.”

n HRYNKOW: “The gov ern -
ment is clearly pay ing at ten -
tion.”

gov ern ment to ed u cate
con sum ers about ra don
and to help raise the
know ledge of the in dus -
try about de tec tion and
mit i ga tion tech niques,”
Lind said.

“From the out set,
Health Can ada’s stated
in ten tion has been to
lower the rec om mended

safe level to 200Bq/m³
which would bring it into 
line with most other de -
vel oped coun tries.

Support
“We have sup ported this
change be cause the new
tar get re flects a mea sur -
able risk for which test -
ing and remediation

tech nol o gies ex ist and
are suc cess ful.

“To go fur ther would
mean ap proach ing back -
ground lev els where the
avail abil ity and suc cess
rate of ra don tech nol ogy
for remediation be comes 
highly ques tion able and
the ex tra costs can not be 
justified.”

n MAN U FAC TUR ERS take part in a spe cial for um on en vi ron men tally-res pon sible buil d ing
prod ucts. First up, they de cided: find ing out what buil d ers and con sum ers really want.

duced agree ment that
many fea tures are avail -
able now in a wide range 
of prod ucts, so the pro -
cess will be ongoing.

Cur rent mar ket de -

mand from buil d ers and
con sum ers is mixed,
Rebello said, and ris ing
prices are act ing as a
“pull” for en ergy con ser -
va tion. At the same time, 
en ergy/green pack ages
are at tract ing buyers.

Price is still im por tant, 
es pe cially in highly com -
pet i tive ur ban tract mar -
kets. Con sum ers may say 
in sur veys that en vi ron -
men tal choices are very
im por tant to them, but
their ac tual pur chas ing
can be dif fer ent. Buil d -
ers will spend more if
con sum ers will pay
more.

Rebello said the Man u -
fac tur ers’ Coun cil be -
lieves it has an im por -
tant role to play in
get ting out the mes sage
about en vi ron men tally-
res pon sible products.

n REBELLO: “We have a
key role to play in the green -
ing of con struc tion.”
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HOUSING STARTS ON THE RISE
HOUS ING starts were up last month as the vol a -
tile mul tiple seg ment of the mar ket took off, Can -
ada Mort gage and Hous ing Cor por a tion says. But
the pace of starts re mains con sis tent with the Cor -
po ra tion’s view that res i den tial con struc tion will
de crease grad u ally be tween now and the end of
next year.

 Bob Dugan, Chief Econ o mist at CMHC’s Mar ket 
Anal y sis Centre, said the sea son ally-ad justed an -
nual rate of starts in Au gust was 226,500 — up
from 215,600 units in July.

 “The rise re flects a re bound in the vol a tile
mul tiple starts seg ment," Dugan said. “In par tic u -
lar, the strong re sults achieved this past month
can be at trib uted to mul tiple starts in the At lan tic
re gion, Brit ish Co lum bia, and the Prai ries.”

 Dugan said the sea son ally-ad justed an nual rate 
of ur ban starts in creased by 6% in Au gust. Ur ban
singles were up 1.8%, he said, and mul tiple starts
in creased 10.1%. Ru ral starts were es ti mated at a
sea son ally-ad justed rate of 33,800 units. Ac tual
starts for the first eight months were down 4.5%
com pared with the same per i od in 2006.

HOUSING STARTS BY PROVINCE
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007*

Al berta . . . . . . . . . . . .  33,000 36,270 40,847 49,000 46,000
B.C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29,000 32,925 34,667 36,900 34,700
Man i toba . . . . . . . . . .   3,200 4,440 4,731 4,950 4,900
N.B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   4,200 3,947 3,959 4,000 3,700
N.L. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2,692 2,870 2,498 2,215 1,975
Nova Sco tia . . . . . . .   4,100 4,717 5,000 4,650, 4,500
On tario . . . . . . . . . . . .  78,000 85,114 78,795 75,000 69,000
P.E.I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     625 919 862 750 650
Que bec . . . . . . . . . . . .  42,000 58,448 50,910 45,800 42,650
Sask. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3,300 3,781 3,437 3,300 4,000

Can ada . . . . . . . . . . 199,710 233,431 225,481 226,915 211,825
Source: Can ada Mort gage and Hous ing Cor por a tion
* CHBA Eco nomic Re search Com mit tee buil d er fore cast

n MILL POND ENVIROHOME in Brigh ton, Ont., was opened in May. It fea tures many en ergy-efficienct up grades and is
wheel chair ac ces si ble through out.

EnviroHomes in market spotlight
U

  THREE new Enviro-
  Home open ings were

held this sum mer and
spring to show case some
of the best healthy
homes in the mar ket -
place.

And the CHBA says the 
dem on stra tion homes
have had a pos i tive im -
pact in their com mu ni -
ties, and are highly en -
ergy-ef fi cient in de sign
and use of en vi ron men -
tally-friendly ma te ri als.

Halliday Homes
opened Envir07 out side
Ot tawa in June. The
com pany used 14 stu -
dents from two area high 
schools as part of its con -
struc tion crew.

Un der Halliday’s guid -
ance, the stu dents used
state of the art con struc -
tion tech niques to buil d
the house.

Ed mon ton’s Dabrro
Homes opened its
Montebello EnviroHome, 
an infill pro ject, in May.
It is a bun ga low that
com bines tra di tional

crafts man style with the
ben e fits of the lat est
buil d ing science technol -
ogy.

Gordon Tobey De vel -
op ments, of Brigh ton,
Ont., also opened its sec -
ond EnviroHome, the
Mill Pond, in May. The
pro ject, set in a re tire -
ment sub di vi sion, is a
cus tom slab on grade
con crete home with
many en ergy-ef fi cient
up grades. It is wheel -
chair ac ces si ble.

Sponsors
The CHBA spon sors the
EnviroHome Ini tia tive in 
con junc tion with TD
Can ada Trust, with sup -
port from Can ada Mort -
gage and Hous ing Cor -
por a tion and the R-2000
Ini tia tive of Nat u ral Re -
sources Can ada.

The EnviroHome helps 
R-2000 buil d ers as a
mar ket ing vehicle to
show case the lat est in
en vi ron men tally-friendly 
tech nol o gies.

n HALLIDAY HOMES used 14 stu dents as part of con struc -
tion team for this EnviroHome in Carleton Place near Ot -
tawa.

n MONTEBELLO ENVIROHOME in Ed mon ton is an infill
pro ject of Dabrro Homes. It com bines tra di tional style with
the lat est buil d ing science tech nol ogy.

PULSE SURVEY REVEALS EMERGING INDUSTRY ISSUES

Rising costs a threat
MANY new home buil d ers

say ris ing costs due to
mun i ci pal de vel op ment

charges and the price of ser viced
lots are a crit i cal prob lem that
will con tinue to plague the res i -
den tial con struc tion in dus try dur -
ing the com ing year.

That’s the story that came out of 
the 40th semi-an nual Pulse Sur -
vey this sum mer.

It showed that de vel op ment
charges are a ma jor con cern for
34% of re spon dents — up from
25% a year ago. But the num bers
vary among re gions, rang ing from

a high of 42% in On tario to 25% in
Al berta, and 18% in Que bec.

Sim i larly, while 37% na tion ally
con sider ser viced lot prices a crit -
i cal is sue — un changed from last
year — the pro por tion in Al berta
is 48%. In At lan tic Can ada it’s
22%.

What it shows
The sur vey of new home buil d ers
and ren o va tors was done in June
and July with the as sis tance of
Can ada Mort gage and Hous ing
Cor por a tion and Nat u ral Re -
sources Can ada.

It shows that short ages and as -
so ci ated ris ing costs of trades and
la bor are crit i cal for new home
buil d ers in most re gions ex cept
On tario. The prob lem is worst in
Sas katch e wan and Man i toba.

Short ages and ris ing costs of
trades and la bor are also a key
con cern for ren o va tors. Short ages
most of ten cited are for fram ers,
drywallers, and car pen ters.

The sur vey in di cates new home
buil d ers ex pect hous ing starts will 
to tal 219,500 units this year —
down from 227,395 units in 2006.
They ex pect fur ther mod er a tion,

to 215,400, in 2008.
New Bruns wick and

Sas katch e wan are the
only prov inces where
new home buil d ers be -
lieve starts will in crease.

The sur vey re veals
high lev els of ren o va tion
ac tiv ity are likely to con -
tinue for the next year.
Al most half of ren o va tor
mem bers re ported
higher ren o va tion ac tiv -
ity dur ing the last 12
months. Many ren o va tors 
in all re gions are pre -
dict ing fur ther in creases 
in the com ing year.

On av er age, new home
buil d ers re ported lower
traf fic among first-time
buy ers than last year,
while traf fic among
move-up buy ers was up
slightly.

Insurance market ‘softer’
U

 THE mar ket for buil d-
 ers’ in sur ance has be -

come “soft” and quite
com pet i tive, a lead ing
in sur ance com pany says.

The fa vor able con di -
tions re flect im proved
loss ex pe ri ence by in sur -
ers and com pet i tive
pres sures to in crease
their pre mium rev e nues
by in creas ing their cus -
tomer base.

News of the im proved
in sur ance mar ket came
from Fed er ated In sur -
ance Com pany of Can -
ada, an ac tive player in

the res i den tial con struc -
tion mar ket.

It said nec es sary cov -
er age for new home buil -
d ers is readily avail able,
and pre mi ums are stable 
or fall ing. But harder
mar ket con di tions are
ex pected in the fu ture.

Cyclical forces
Cy cli cal forces in the in -
dus try could be ac cel er -
ated if there are sig nif i -
cant loss events like
fires.

Fed er ated said that in
the event of a hard en ing

mar ket, buil d ers who
will be best po si tioned
are those who have
main tained ef fec tive risk 
man age ment prac tices,
and who have a well-es -
tab lished re la tion ship
with their in surer.

Dur ing the last “hard”
in sur ance mar ket, in sur -
ers were very re luc tant
to take on any new busi -
ness, and many re -
stricted their un der writ -
ing to buil d ers with
whom they had a long-
stand ing busi ness rela -
tionship.
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B.C. RESORT READIES FOR 65TH CHBA NATIONAL CONFERENCE

A Whistler wonderland
NEW home buil d ers

and ren o va tors will
be in vited to buil d
on their dreams

when the CHBA’s 65th Na -
tional Con fer ence con venes in 
Whis tler, B.C., next April.

And what better place to do
so, says Con fer ence Chair Tom 
Cochren.

“Whis tler is a won der land
lo ca tion built on dreams,”
Cochren says. “It’s the lo ca -
tion of the 2010 Olym pic Win -
ter Games, and it has an un -
beat able rep u ta tion for ski ers
and snowboarders.

“Whis tler Vil lage is a pe des -
trian-only com mu nity. Once
you park your car, you won’t
need it again un til you leave.

“The vil lage of fers a re laxed 
at mo sphere, great shop ping, a 
wide range of din ing choices,
and a ter rific night life. And it
is a safe, fam ily-friendly en vi -
ron ment. What better place to

hold our Na tional Con fer -
ence?”

The event will take place at
the Fairmont Cha teau Whis -
tler the week end of Apr. 4 to
Apr. 6. And Cochren says del e -
gates should book now to
avoid dis ap point ment.

The con fer ence will kick off
with a wel come re cep tion that 
will in vite del e gates to “chill
out” and ad just to the laid-
back at mo sphere of Whis tler.

Keynote
The key note speaker for the
open ing break fast next day is
Mi chael “Pin ball” Clemons,
head coach of the Tor onto Ar -
go nauts foot ball team.
Cochren says Clemons is an
elec tri fy ing speaker who has
an ex cep tional in sight into
how dreams are built through
ded i ca tion, per se ver ance, and 
hard work.

Later in the day, one of Can -
ada’s top de sign ers,
Brian Gluckstein, will
lead a busi ness ses sion
on how to “get ahead of
the crowd” by in creas ing 
the de sign value of pro -
jects. Gluckstein’s firm
pro vides up scale de sign
ser vices in Can ada and
in ter na tion ally.

The 2007 CHBA Na -
tional SAM Awards, pre -
sented by Amer i can
Stan dard and Trane Can -
ada, will rec og nize new
home and ren o va tion
achieve ments. And the
day will wind up with
Hous ing Night In Can -
ada, an event fea tur ing
the best mu sic from the
1960s and 1970s.

Sunday’s ses sions will
fea ture top speak ers who 
will deal with en vi ron -
men tal is sues, the fu ture 
of tech nol ogy, and the
chang ing busi ness en vi -
ron ment.

Awards
The CBC’s Bob Mac Don -
ald, best known for his
award-win ning ra dio
pro gram Quirks and
Quarks, will host the an -
nual CHBA Na tional
Awards Break fast and
talk about tak ing the
lead in the third mil len -
nium. Leon ard Brody,
one of Can ada’s lead ing
tech nol ogy fore cast ers
and busi ness strat e gists,
will lead the an nual eco -
nomic ses sion with a dis -
cus sion of the “mon u -
men tal” shifts tak ing
place in to day’s work -
place. And Joel Co hen,
who writes and is Co-Ex -
ec u tive Pro ducer of the
hit TV com edy The Simp -
sons, will give del e gates
tips on how to face to -
day’s ever-chang ing busi -
ness en vi ron ment.

The con fer ence will
wind up with The Pres i -
dent’s Gala, an eve ning
of fine din ing, en ter tain -
ment, and danc ing to
honor out go ing pres i dent 
Rich ard Lind. Spe cial
guest will be Jessica
Holmes, a fast-ris ing
Can a dian com edy star
from the CBC’s Royal
Can a dian Air Farce
show.

More con fer ence de -
tails, in clud ing travel,
ac com mo da tions, and
on-line reg is tra tion, can
be found at www.chba.ca/
con fer ence — the CHBA
con fer ence website.

n FAIRMONT CHA TEAU WHIS TLER, in the moun tains that tower over Van cou ver, is the site for the CHBA’s 65th
Na tional Con fer ence next April. The Con fer ence Com mit tee says a great pro gram is in store for del e gates.
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