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Introductory Information

1. Status of the NECB, Major Concerns and
the Need for Your Input

Note: Except for the Status of the NECB, the following is the same as provided in the
Roadmap — Part 1

Status of the NECB

The provinces and territories are supporting the up-dating of the National Energy Code
for Buildings (NECB) with a view to adoption. The Code is scheduled to be published later
in 2011.

Proposed changes relative to the 1997 edition of the Code have been published for public
comment. See www.nationalcodes.ca/eng/public_review/2010/proposed changes.shtml.
(See Annex C for information on how to find the proposed change forms (PCFs) on the web that
describe the changes identified in the Roadmap — Parts 1 and 2.)

Major Concerns

In the development of the proposed changes, there has been no comprehensive
compilation of data or analysis that would allow our industry to understand what the
overall construction and cost impacts will be.

The Need for Input from Builders of Larger Residential Buildings
If you build larger residential buildings, the NECB could have a big impact on your business.

Only by providing comments during the fall public review can builders influence the
requirements in this Code. This is effectively the last opportunity to improve the clarity
and practicality of the new Code.

Comments coming directly from builders and developers, who can best determine how
they will be affected, can make a substantial and significant difference. The CHBA is
encouraging members to review the proposed changes as soon as they are released, and
let the Canadian Commission on Building and Fire Codes (CCBFC) know how they will
affect you and your customers.
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2. Background - Application, Scope and Structure of the Code,
and Options for Compliance

Note: The following is the same as provided in the Roadmap — Part 1

Application of the NECB

The NECB applies to all buildings that do not fall within the application of Part 9 of the
National Building Code. For residential buildings, this means all buildings that are

e more than 600 m? in building area,
OR
e more than 3 storeys in building height.
The Code also applies to energy-consuming elements on the building property, such as
landscape lighting.

Scope of the NECB

The NECB provides requirements that address:
e heat loss (thermal transmission and air leakage through the building envelope),
e lighting,
e heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems and equipment,
e service water heating,
e electrical systems and motors.

Options for Compliance

Aside from alternative solutions that may always be proposed for compliance with
national model codes, the NECB provides three approaches to compliance:
e Prescriptive Path — “simple” prescriptive requirements (Division B, Parts 1 to 7)

e Trade-Offs — allowed between related building elements (e.g., higher roof
insulation levels may be traded off against lower wall insulation levels)
e Performance Compliance Paths — full-building energy-use modeling

The prescriptive path is the simplest approach to complying with the Code but some
requirements may prove to be overly restrictive in terms of constructability, cost or
market acceptability. In these cases, a different approach will need to be followed.
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3. Why a Roadmap, Scope and Structure of Part 2,
Next Iterations

‘Why a Roadmap

Reviewing the new Code is a large undertaking that will require significant time and
effort. CHBA has developed this Roadmap to assist in this process.

‘Scope and Structure of Roadmap — Part 2

Roadmap — Part 2 identifies areas of major concern where the submission of substantive
comments depends on compilation of information on equipment installed in your

buildings. This Roadmap presents proposed requirements for HYAC and SWH in the order
that they will appear in the NECB.

For each of these two subject areas, introductory statements are provided followed by a
table that identifies:
e the requirements that raise the greatest concerns,
e the degree of concern by colour from very high (.), significant (orange),
potentially significant (yellow),
e what the requirements specify,
e information that you need to compile in order to determine the implications of
the requirement on your business and for your customers.
Annexes A and B provide the minimum performance levels that are proposed for HVAC
and SWH equipment.
Keep the answers to the questions; you will need them to provide substantive comments

during public review. If you build for different markets, compilation of data for both a
simpler sample building and a more up-scale building will help in providing informative
comments.

The Next Iterations

CHBA will issue additional components to provide guidance on submitting comments to
the public review.
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